second-hand, if at all. For the prices I have sometimes
had to rely on guesswork, but my figures will not be far
out. The costs were as follows:

£ S. d.
Bought 36 9 o
Gifts 10 10 o
Review copies, etc. 25 11 9

£ s. d.
Borrowed and not returned 42716 9
On Loan 5 10 o
Shelves 2 0 0
TOTAL = 82 17 6

Adding the other batch of books that I have elsewhere,
it seems that I possess altogether nearly 9oo books, at a
cost of £165 15s. This is the accumulation of about fifteen
years — actually more, since some of these books date
from my childhood: but call it fifteen years. This works
out at £11 1s. a year, but there are other charges that
must be added in order to estimate my full reading
expenses. The biggest will be for newspapers and peri-
odicals, and for this I think £8 a year would be a reason-
able figure. Eight pounds a year covers the cost of two
daily papers, one evening paper, two Sunday papers,
one weekly review and one or two monthly magazines.
This brings the figure up to £19. 1s., but to arrive at the
grand total one has to make a guess. Obviously one
often spends money on books without afterwards having



