anything to show for it. There are library subscriptions,
and there are also the books, chiefly Penguins and
other cheap editions, which one buys and then loses or
throws away. However, on the basis of my other figures,
it looks as though £6 a year would be quite enough
to add for expenditure of this kind. So my total reading
expenses over the past fifteen years have been in the
neighbourhood of £25 a year.

Twenty-five pounds a year sounds quite a lot until
you begin to measure it against other kinds of expendi-
ture. It is nearly os. od. a week, and at present 9s. od. is
the equivalent of about 83 cigarettes (Players): even
before the war it would have bought you less than 200
cigarettes. With prices as they now are, I am spending
far more on tobacco than I do on books. I smoke six
ounces a week, at half a crown an ounce, making nearly
£40 a year. Even before the war when the same tobacco
cost 8d. an ounce, I was spending over £10 a year on it:
and if I also averaged a pint of beer a day, at 6d., these
two items together will have cost me close on £20 a year.
This was probably not much above the national average.
In 1938 the people of this country spent nearly £10 per
head per annum on alcohol and tobacco: however, 20 per
cent of the population were children under fifteen and
another 40 per cent were women, so that the average
smoker and drinker must have been spending much
more than £10. In 1944, the annual expenditure per head
on these items was no less than £23. Allow for the women
and children as before, and £40 is a reasonable individual
figure. Forty pounds a year would just about pay for a
packet of Woodbines every day and half a pint of mild
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