The issue of how to ensure the legitimacy and accountability of ICANN is a concern, which
finds voice in many of the proposals. Four broad stands can be gleaned from the submissions
to NETmundial 14 on this issue. These are as following:

These submissions are of the opinion that ICANN should become an independent body with
no oversight exercised by any other body on it. In other words, these proposals oppose the
replacement of current US government oversight on ICANN, by oversight through any other
body. In such a case, accountability of ICANN is sought to be ensured through strengthening

I. Submissions which suggest that oversight over ICANN should end or endorse

bottom-up oversight.

II. Submissions which suggest that oversight of ICANN should be transferred to a

Accountability of ICANN

multilateral or intergovernmental body.

III. Submissions which suggest that oversight of ICANN should be transferred to another
body not intergovernmental in nature.

IV. Submissions which endorse multistakeholder governance of ICANN but are vague
about the specifics of such governance model.

Submissions which suggest that oversight over ICANN should end or endorse

bottom-up oversight.

multistakeholderism and reform within the ICANN structure.

The rationale behind such submissions is that giving additional stakeholders besides the
NTIA a say in IANA function and ICANN oversight will only politicise ICANN and make it
a subject of possible geopolitical power struggles by governments, ultimately ignoring the
interests of internet users all over the world.

A list of these submissions is provided below.

SI. | Prop | Name of | Organisatio | Sector Region Link
No. | osal | Proposal n
No.
1] 19 Roadmap for | Internet Civil North http://content.netm
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1I. Submissions which suggest that oversight of ICANN should be transferred to a
multilateral or intergovernmental body

A second group of submissions argue that the oversight function of the ICANN should be
transferred from the unilateral U.S. government (NTIA) oversight now, to oversight by all
countries. This is suggested to counter the power imbalance exercised by one country over
critical internet infrastructure, over others, by sharing oversight of ICANN with all others.

Some of such submissions envision such transfer of control by the US Government to an
intergovernmental body like the ITU, others don’t specify the details of the transfer, but
merely mention that ICANN oversight should be multilateral in nature.

A list of such submissions is provided below.

Sl. | Prop | Name of | Organisatio | Sector Region Link
No. | osal | Proposal n
No.

1] 8 Roadmaps for | Association | Civil Switzerla | http://content.netm
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2| 119 | Internet CIPIT Academia Kenya, http://content.netm
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4| 125 Towards The Society | Civil India and | http://content.netm
Reform of | for Society Brazil undial.br/contribut
Global Knowledge ion/towards-
Internet Commons reform-of-global-
Governance internet-
governance/240
I11. Submissions which suggest that oversight of ICANN should be transferred to

another body not intergovernmental in nature.

These submissions suggest the transfer of ICANN oversight to a non-intergovernmental or
multilateral body. Such proposals also express their dissatisfaction with the unilateral US
Government oversight of ICANN, but suggest replacing it with a non-multilateral body.
Details of the composition of such bodies vary. Some call for replacement by a technical
body, other envision a wholly newly created multistakeholder body, yet others call for
signing of the ICANN AoC with US. Government, by a number of stakeholders, which will
not include just governments. In many of these submissions, emphasis is also paid on the
strengthening of GAC, while taking into consideration stakeholders other than governments.

A list of such submissions is provided below.

S1.No. | Prop | Name of | Organisatio | Sector Region Link
osal | Proposal n
No.
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IV. Submissions which endorse globalisation and multistakeholder governance of

ICANN but are vague about the specifics of such governance model

Lastly, there are submissions which call for the globalisation of ICANN and express their

dissatisfaction with the U.S. Government oversight of it, while endorsing multistakeholder

governance. However, these submissions are also vague about the details of such ICANN

globalisation, and the structures in which it will be held accountable.

A list of such submissions is provided below.

S1.No. | Prop | Name of | Organisatio | Sector Region Link
osal | Proposal n
No.

1. |46 Norwegian Norwegian | Government | Norway, | http://content.netm
Contribution | government Europe undial.br/contribut
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9. | 111 Content Secretara de | Government | Mexico | http://content.netm
Submission Comunicaci undial.br/contribut
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Contribution | AG ion/deutsche-
for to the telekom-s-
Global contribution-for-
Multistakehol to-the-global-
der Meeting multistakeholder-
on the Future meeting-on-the-
of  Internet future-of-internet-
Governance governance/225
12.1 135 Joint Group  of | Civil Latin http://content.netm




Contributions | individuals | Society America | undial.br/contribut
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