On Mon, 4/13/09, Cecil Pinto <cecilpinto@gmail.com> wrote:

From: Cecil Pinto <cecilpinto@gmail.com>
Subject: [aldona-net] Does Aldona have a report/response like this?
To: aldona-net@yahoogroups.com
Date: Monday, April 13, 2009, 1:45 PM

A CRY FROM MOIRA: WE SHALL NOT BE URBANISED

[This is based on extracts from the report of the Committee
for the Regional Plan, for the Village Panchayat of Moira.
The full text of the report is available via
venitacoelho@ gmail.com ]

PART ONE: THE QUESTIONNAIRE

QUESTION 1: What symbolizes/indicate s the identity of this
village?

The answers overwhelming pointed out the agricultural nature
of this village. And it's desire to remain so.

"Bananas, tendlis and other vegetables that are grown here."
"Moira is famous for bananas. This proves that we are an
agricultural village and want to remain so."
"Carpentry, fishing, small scale industries."
"Moira is a village. We want to stay a village."

Also mentioned were the Moira Church Feast and Ganesh Chaturti.

The Committee notes that the majority of the people of the
village are proud of its identity and wished to preserve it
at all costs. The Committee therefore notes the following:

The Committee challenges the classification of
Moira as an Emerging Urban Centre by 2011 and 2021
given in RP2021 [Regional Plan for Goa 2021] in
Table no 2.8.

The Committee demands that the base data for this
unfair and false projection be submitted to it for
scrutiny and correction

The Committee submits that such a projection of
converting Moira into an urban centre goes entirely
against the wishes of the people.

The Committee submits that the wishes of the people
be respected and any planning with regard to the
village of Moira be directed towards protecting
it's identity as an agricultural village.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves:

"That Moira being a village renowned for its agricultural and
horticultural produce, especially for the superb quality of
its bananas, its wild potato (khat-conndegio) , millets,
vegetables and rice, shall endeavour to retain and build upon
its unique character and identity.

"That the unique character of this village derives from the
skills of its people in their economic activities, namely
farming, fishing, carpentry and cottage industry and the
manner in which its resources are utilised and protected. We
therefore resolve to maintain our pastoral identity as a
village at all costs and not be urbanized or converted into a
township."

Based on the Committees suggestions the Gram Sabha futher
resolves;

"That Moira be summarily removed and disassociated
from the indignity of Table 2.8 in RP2021 that
classifies it as an emerging township.

"It further resolves with all the emphasis at its
command, that any and all Government development
plans, rules and schemes for the village shall be
directed towards preserving the agricultural nature
of the village and not towards converting it into
an urban township.

"It further resolves that it will oppose any such
schemes plans or rules that serve only to destroy
the identity and character of Moira and transform
it into a satellite township against the stated
wishes of the residents."

QUESTION 2: A.Are you statisfied with the classification of
this village settlement done in RP2021.

By an overwhelming majority, the people of Moira disagreed
with the Classification of VP2 done for the village and asked
for VP3.

B.Are you satisfied with the FAR suggested of this village in
RP 2021?

By an overwhelming majority the people of Moira disagreed
with the FAR done for the village and asked for VP3 FAR.

C.Do you agree with the RP2021 population projection giving
density of the population by the year 2021?

By an overwhelming majority the people of Moira disagreed
with the population projection density.

"The migrant population has not been accounted for."
"Why such a high density for Moira? How is so much
population growth calculated?"
"Where is the baseline data on which this has been
calculated?"

A majority of people asked for a new survey to be done to
correctly assess the population density figures.

D.Are you satisfied with the fence of settlement of the
village?

The Committee notes that fence was wrongly shown in the first
map sent to the village as part of the RP2021 kit. We had it
corrected. The majority of the people are satisfied with the
fence of the village.

E.If you are don't agree with with a b c d in the Regional
plan, if not give suggestion/comments with reason

The suggestions and comments were many. We have chosen the
following which are indicative of the majority opinion.

"We do not want Moira to be turned into an urban centre.
Classify it as VP3."
"We prefer lower FAR. It should not be more than 40."
"Buildings should be restricted to ground plus one."
"Population census should be done again and correct figures
shown that include the migrant and floating population."

The Committee further noted the following:

The village does not wish to be made a suburb of
Mapusa and to be converted into a township.

It strictly wishes to preserve it's identity as a
village.

The Committee notes that the RP 2021 itself points
out that "the best quality of Goa is the even
spread of its population. This is an asset that
must be preserved."

It asks the authorities to desist from converting
Moira into a suburb of Mapusa.

It is not enough to lower the FAR and be classified
as VP3. Not just how much built-up area is allowed
determines the fate of the village, but also the
kind of design of the building that is allowed.

The Committee notes that the RP 2021 itself points out that
"Since Goa's village settlements are characterized by
scattered low rise development, the new construction in and
around these villages, especially at their core should not
consist of massive developments of aggressive tower blocks."

The Committee suggests that no permissions be given to
massive developments inconsistent with the identity of the
village and no permissions be given for tower blocks, maximum
building be allowed as ground plus one. Construction licence
should not and cannot be granted for any building in excess
of ground plus one or height in excess of 8.5 m. The concept
of "not above the tree top" is suggested.

Emphasis must be laid not just on how much can be built but
also on what is being built. The "Urban Form" that is
generated must be in keeping with the visual landscape of the
village.

The Committee notes that the RP2021 itself points out the
importance of this. 'This will go a long way towards
mitigating the visual chaos that is proliferating in Goa's
towns and villages today'. (pg XXIX)

Therefore the Committee suggests the following:

That building within the village be restricted to
ground-plus- one

Further, that guidelines be laid down about the
'Urban Form' of buildings that will be allowed in
the villages.

Builders be asked to properly provide for at site
garbage treatment and disposal facilities as well
as portable toilet facilities for the migrant
labour work force utilized to work on building
sites. Any builder failing to do the same be
penalized with more stringent rules framed other
than the existing rules.

Personal housing be increased from 350 mts to 500
mts and all clearances be done through single
window. Plots larger than this 500 mts should have
FAR of 40 on the balance area -- this 40 FAR will
fall under VP3

Subdivision of plots not to be allowed to be used
as a loophole. Our fear is that large plots will be
divided into 350 mt plots and FAR of 80 be used for
them. This loophole must be sealed so that personal
housing stays personal housing and is not wrongly
used by builders.

Subdivision of plots larger than 500 sqmts may only
be entertained for the genuine issue of family
extension. Adequate proof will be required which
will be outlined by a committee after studying the
ground realities. All efforts will be made to make
misuse of such a clause by developers It is further
suggested that in order to curb the prevalent
mosquito menace 365 days round, that every septic
tank now being built must compulsorily have an
anti-mosquito adaptor on the airing pipe that
prevents their entry and exit to and from the tank.
It is suggested that the concerned Health officer
is made responsible to certify this before the
clearance for the occupancy certificate is given.

If any land conversion is applied for after RP2021,
one copy should come to the Gram Sabha and one copy
should come to the Panchayat so in all four copies
should be made and only after Gram Sabha approves
such conversion can the conversion go through.

No gated commmunity should be allowed.

When a technical license is given by TCP it should
be only after the house and compound wall is built.
This will prevent rampant illegalities in
construction.

There should be no time limit for sanad conversion
as this is a window to corruption. Once converted,
land should stay converted unless the Gram Sabha
wishes to undo it.

It should be mandatory for TCP to send Land Records
Department a copy of Plan before occupancy. This
lapse of synchronisation is being manipulated to
show green cover etc when none actually exists. So
henceforth before granting occupancy the TCP should
send in a copy to the Land Record Department

Maximum coverage should be decreased from the
existing 50% to 40% to increase greenery and open
spaces.

No Government acquisition of land should be
applicable to Moira, since Moira does not have a
strategic defence position, land is scarce here and
there is none to be gifted away without causing
displacement and loss of livelihood to our
villagers.

If despite this government acquires any land,
mutation and partitioning should be done within a
year.

That farm houses should have strict rules and
carefully monitored designs. Again this designation
of 'farmhouse' has become a loophole to build
getting around rules and regulations.

It should be mandatory for all existing buildings
to have a building society. This society should be
responsible for disposal of garbage and proper
sewage

It also suggests:

That a proper estimate be made of the current migrant
population in the village.

That a system be set up by which those renting houses to
migrants be required to compulsorily submit details of the
same to the Panchayat.

INFRASTRUCTURE STATUS

Roads: the overwhelming majority were happy with the width of
the roads, but only wanted them maintained better. There was
an overwhelming majority who were firmly against the widening
of the roads....

'I oppose the proposed widening of the roads.'

'We do not want the roads widened. We only want
them better maintained.'

'What do we need such wide roads for? We are a
village, not a town'.

'Where there are narrow roads, sidings may be
provided at regular and points to facilitate
crossing of two vehicles'

The Committee notes that the village is united and unanimous
in its opposition to the proposed widening of the roads of
the village.

The Committee therefore suggests the following:

That it measure all roads as they currently exist in the village.

That it mark on a map the amount to which it considered those
roads could be widened without affecting those living along
those roads. That this map then be strictly followed by all
authorities.

The Gram Sabha therefore resolves:

'The proposed widening of village roads upto 10-15 mts is not
acceptable to the people of Moira. We oppose this completely.
Further we oppose the widening of the central main road to 25
mts. We resolve that the width of the current roads is
sufficient for the needs of the village. We only want them
better maintained.'

Based on the suggestions of the Committee the Gram Sabha
further resolves:

'That the maximum width of the roads as marked by the
Committee be henceforth the standard acceptable for the
village. That all road widening schemes strictly work within
these road widths marked by the committee.'

Water: The majority is dissatisfied with the water supply,
finding it insufficient and irregular. Several wards have a
problem of water supply.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves:

We are not satisfied with the water supply that is both
insufficient and irregular, especially in the summer months.
We ask that the water supply to the village be improved by
the authorities' .

Power: The overwhelming majority is dissatisfied with the
domestic power supply, both domestic and commercial.

'It is irregular. We have power cuts.'

'Voltage is very low and irregular in the evenings.'

'Voltage is so low in the evenings we cannot put on
our tube lights.'

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves

'That it is dissatisfied with the power supply to the
village. It is irregular and fluctuates a lot especially in
the evenings. We ask that the electric supply to the village
be improved by the authorities. '

Education: the majority is 'satisfied' with the education
available in the village. There are several requests for a
technical school to be started. Since Moira is close to
Mapusa there was seen no need to have a college in the village.

The Committee suggests the following:

To keep the nature of the village it is not
desirable to have commercial development on a large
scale. Rather, the authorities should look at soft
options to develop like educational institutions.
The proximity of Moira to Mapusa makes it ideal for
such institutions.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves

'That it is satisfied with the pre primary, primary, middle
and secondary education available in the village.'

Based on the suggestions of the Committee the Gram Sabha
further resolves:

'That the authorities consider building a technical
institute. That instead of trying to force Moira
into being an urban centre, the authorities look at
creating soft options like educational institutions
in the village.'

Solid Waste Disposal: The majority pointed out that none
exists right now. The need of the hour is a proper plan for
waste disposal.

The Committee notes that a proper plan has been prepared.
Further, 300 sq mts of land has been acquired for the same to
set up a proper recycling and sorting of garbage area. The
plan includes compost pits. This plan has been submitted to
the authorities but is stalled because the High Court has
ordered villages to acquire 3000 sq mts of land for garbage
disposal. The Committee notes that 300 mts is more than
sufficient for the garbage that is currently generated by the
village and the Director of Panchayats is satisfied with both
the plan and the land acquired. The Director of Panchayats is
willing to finance the plan. The plan has also been approved
by the goa State Pollution Control board and the Town and
Country Planning Department. The committee therefore requests
the authorities to give permission to go ahead with the
current land acquired....

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves

'That there are currently no facilities for garbage disposal.
That the Panchayat has submitted an acceptable plan and has
acquired 300 sq mts of land from the Communidade for the
same. We request the authorities to give us permission to
immediately implement this plan as the area acquired is
enough for the disposal of garbage generated by the village.'

Sports and Recreation: The majority pointed out that there
was no proper playground for the children of the village and
asked for one to be made. A majority did not wish for a
stadium to be built in the village.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves:

'That a proper playground be built for the children of the
village. Further no stadium is necessary, nor should it be
built in our village'.

Social Welfare: The Committee notes that the answers to this
question were confused or simply left blank. No one was aware
of the schemes available for the village or how to respond to
them.

The Committee suggests that a special 'Information Area' be
set up in the Panchayat Hall with all information for all
schemes clearly laid out in a manner that the lay person can
understand the benefits and utilize them.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves

That a special 'Information Area' be set up in the
Panchayat Hall with all information for all schemes clearly
laid out in a manner that the lay person can understand the
benefits and utilize them.

Health and Medical: The majority were not satisfied with the
Health Centre available in the Panchayat area. Further many
suggested the need for a full time medical practitioner to be
made available at the centre. With Mapusa so close, the need
for a full fledged hospital was not felt.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves:

'That it is not satisfied with the quality of health services
offered by the Health Centre available in the village. A
twenty four hour medical practitioner is required to be made
available and the current services need to be upgraded.'

ECOLOGICAL HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION ZONES AND AREAS: i) Do
you want to increase eco sensitive zone or want to decrease
the eco sensitive zones please give reasons.

By an overwhelming majority the people asked for eco zones to
be increased.

'This will help preserve our village.'

'This will help preserve our green areas, our
bamboo forests, our khazan lands'

'We need greenery for our health and not concrete.'

Several people pointed out that specific areas needed to be
preserved as 'green lungs'. These included the 'Gavar' and
the 'Tamdi Matti' area.

Further it was suggested that khazan lands, private forests,
and bamboo groves be included in eco zones. Further it was
suggested that several areas be marked as 'heritage
landscape'.

The green facade while entering Moira adds to its charm, is a
refuge for its birds and a source of fresh air, and
tranquility, necessary to all of us. This should be kept as a
heritage facade.

The mangrove forest boundaries of our village are a source of
livelihood, income supplementation to many in our village.
They too should be marked a heritage landscape.

Further suggestions of the Committee were: The water of the
village is a precious resource that belongs to all the
villagers. No one should be allowed to pump out the water and
sell it for commercial gain. Further, no builder should be
allowed to pump out our ground water and use it for building
activities. All builders are required to provide their own
water and not to deplete the resources of the village.

Illegal borewells should be capped.

The Committee suggests that a special effort be made to
preserve the catchment areas for water. Most of the wells in
the wards of Calizor, Attafondem, Sataporio and Povacao are
fed by springs that are sustained by a large underground lake
on Gawar. Today, for ecological reasons, Gawar is the most
sensitive area of our village. This area of 75,000sqm bears
Survey nos. 4 & 69. It needs to be marked for conservation
and preservation.

Further, land sharks and squatters are laying claim to this
land by generating false documentation under oath. This is
Communidade land and the Communidade must move to revert land
to itself in any case where it is wrongfully being laid claim
to or used. RP2021 has marked part of this land for
settlement. This must be reversed.

The Committee fully supports the suggestion of the RP2021
that a legal framework be put in place requiring compulsory
water harvesting in all new projects. The Committee suggested
that the well that supplies Calizor and be marked for
'Conservation' since several wards of Moira were dependent on
its supply and it was critical that it not be polluted, nor
the water table be depleted.

The Committee further suggested that a 'buffer zone' be
created along the river and marked 'Conservation' so that the
river be safeguarded from pollution. The Committee suggests
that the water ditches around the Gavar be cleared and
maintained.

The Committee further points out that all gutters being
constructed have soak pits every few meters, and the bottom
of the pit not be concreted. If it is concreted the water
cannot soak into the earth.

The Committee further suggested that several 'nature trails'
be marked through the scenic landscape areas of Moira and
these be marked for conservation. The Committee further notes
that the traditional pathways marked on the Communidade plans
have been encroached and taken over. It suggests that these
be re-marked on the map and cleared.

The Committee further suggested that a special emphasis be
put on conserving and preserving our water bodies and our
wells. That all major water resources identified by the
committee be marked for conservation.

The Committee further suggested that the water
table of the village be assessed by an expert, and
thereafter be monitored every year to see whether
it is dropping. The Committee further suggested
that the amount of building allowed in the village
be linked to the amount of water resources that the
village has. Let us only build if we have the water
for those buildings. Let us put a ceiling to the
amount of building that can be allowed in the
village -- and let this ceiling be determined by
the amount of water the village has.

There fore the Gram Sabha resolves

'That it is dissatisfied with the areas marked as Ecological
Heritage and Conservation Zones and Areas. It resolves that
the area known as 'Gavar' and 'Tamdi matti' be marked as
'Green Lung' areas and conserved. It resolves that Khazan
Lands, private forests and bamboo groves identified by the
Committee be marked as Ecological Heritage and be conserved.
It also resolves that the areas identified by the Committee
as Heritage Landscape be marked as Heritage and be conserved.
It resolves that the green facade while entering Moira should
be marked as a Heritage Facade. It resolves that The Mangrove
Forest boundaries of our village should be marked a Heritage
Landscape.'

Based on the suggestions of the Committee the Gram Sabha
further resolves:

That no one will be allowed to pump out the water and sell it
for commercial gain.

That no builder will be allowed to pump out our ground water
and use it for building activities. All builders are required
to provide their own water and not to deplete the resources
of the village.

That illegal borewells should be identified and capped.
That the catchment areas for water in Moira be identified and
marked as conservation Zone.

That the Gavar area be marked for conservation and
preservation. RP2021 has marked part of this land for
settlement. This must be reversed.

That the Communidade should move to revert land to itself in
any case where it is wrongfully being laid claim to or used.
That compulsory water harvesting be required in all new
projects.

That the well that supplies Calizor and be marked for
'Conservation' since several wards of Moira were dependent on
its supply and it was critical that it not be polluted, nor
the water table be depleted.

That a 'buffer zone' be created along the river and
marked 'Conservation' so that the river be safeguarded
from pollution.

That the water ditches around the Gavar be cleared and
maintained.

That all gutters being constructed have soak pits every few
meters, and the bottom of the pit not be concreted.

That several 'nature trails' be marked through the scenic
landscape areas of Moira and these be marked for
conservation.

That the traditional pathways marked on the Communidade plans
be re-marked on the map and cleared.

That a special emphasis be put on conserving and preserving5A
our water bodies and our wells. That all major water
resources identified by the committee be marked for
conservation.

That the water table of the village be assessed by an expert,
and thereafter be monitored every year to see whether it is
dropping.

That the amount of building allowed in the village be linked
to the amount of water resources that the village has.

ii) Are you satisfied with the heritage landscape? If no give
reasons and area to be included or excluded.

By an overwhelming majority the people were dissatisfied with
the Heritage areas shown. Several suggestions of additions
were made.

* The Church
* The first cross in Povacao
* All the temples in Moira
* The Chapels in Moira
* The Moira Club (Academia de Moira)
* The Communidade Ghor
* Jack Sequeira's House
* Private houses that qualify for the same.
* Ancient basalt stones in Bambordem

The Committee made the following suggestions:

That noteworthy trees also be marked as heritage.
That Scenic areas of the village marked out by the
Committee be designated 'heritage landscapes'.

Transfer Development Rights. That the persons
having Heritage houses not be deprived of the right
to profit from that house or land. Therefore to
preserve the land and their rights we suggest TDR.
That the owner of a heritage house be allowed to
sell his FAR (not his house or property) to any
purchaser. That the purchaser take these Transfer
Development Rights and build with them in any other
designated area that allows him to use this FAR.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves:

'That it is dissatisfied with the Heritage areas shown. That
the following be added to the Heritage areas -- the Church/
The first cross in Povacao/ The temples of Moira/ the Chapels
in Moira/ The Moira Club/ the Communidade Ghor/ Jack
Sequeira's House/ Ancient basalt stones in Bambordem/ All
private houses that apply to be so classified.'

Futher, based on the Committees suggestions the Gram Sabha
resolves:

That noteworthy trees also be marked as Heritage. That Scenic
areas of the village marked out by the Committee be
designated 'Heritage Landscapes'. That the persons having
Heritage houses not be deprived of the right to profit from
that house or land. That the owner of a heritage house be
allowed to sell his FAR under a Transfer of Developmental
Rights scheme.

OTHER AVAILABLE RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES OF THE VILLAGE

i.Bunds: The majority noted that bunds exist and need
maintenance. The Committee notes that the bunds are not
properly maintained by the Tenants Association. The said
association is virtually defunct.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: Bunds have to maintained
regularly. If the Tenants Association cannot do this and
fails in its duty, then the Irrigation Department must do
what is necessary. The Panchayat will report such failure in
maintenance to the irrigation department and they must act
immediately.

ii. Sluice Gate: The majority noted that Sluice gates existed
and needed maintenance. The Committee notes that the problem
is the same. The Tenants association is not maintaining the
sluice gates.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: Sluice gates have to
maintained regularly. If the Tenants Association cannot do
this and fails in its duty, then the Mamlatdar must do what
is necessary. The Panchayat will report such failure in
maintenance to the Mamlatdar and they must act immediately.

iii. Any other important water bodies to be protected. The
Committee notes that there are several other water body areas
not marked on the map. It has added these to the corrections
on the map.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves That all water bodies
marked by the Committee on the map are to be added to
official records and preserved.

iv. Jetties were not applicable to Moira as we have none.

v. Open Spaces: The majority pointed out that open spaces
like Gavar and Tambdi Matti need to be preserved.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: That Gavar and Tambdi
Matti be declared as Green Lung areas and preserved.

vi. Public Utilities. Crematorium: existing; Cemetery:
existing; Graveyard: existing The Committee suggests that the
maintenance of these be the responsibility of the concerned
community, rather than based on public funds and grants. This
will allow the people of the community to retain their
autonomy over how their land is used.

Fire and Emergency services -- not existing Ambulance -- Not
existing. The Committee notes that with the nearness of
Mapusa and the existing 108 services it is not necessary to
have Fire and Emergency or ambulance services within the
village.

Bus Stop Terminals: The majority were unhappy with the state
of the bus stops and with the frequency of the bus services.
Suggestions were made that bus stops include a bench to allow
senior citizens to sit down.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: That bus services in the
village be improved with greater frequency of buses. That Bus
stops be improved and include benches.

Community Water Taps: The majority were strongly against
community water taps, since these benefited mainly the
migrant population and often led to tremendous water wastage.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: That no Community Water
taps be built in the village.

Street Lights: The majority demanded more street lights and
pointed out that the existing ones very often did not work

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: That the number of street
lights be increased after identifying areas that need them.
That the service of the lights be improved.

Sulabh Souchalaya/ Community Toilets: The majority were
against these being set up in the village since they were
used only by the migrant population, were not maintained and
became both a health hazard and a nuisance.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: That no Sulabh Souchalayas
or Community toilets be set up in the village.

Community Centre/ Disaster Management Plan: The Committee
further notes that among suggestions the following were
repeatedly requested.

* Playground for the children of the Village
* Recreation area and facilities for the Senior Citizens
* Library
* Parks and Gardens
* Joggers and walking track
* Museum

The Committee therefore suggests the creation of a 'Community
Centre' with all of the above. It also suggests that a
'knowledge centre' be added to the community centre. This
will be a room with computers and all information and records
of the village will be maintained here, so that all residents
of the village have immediate and easy access. It suggests
that the Panchayat locate suitable land for the above
purpose, draw up the plans, and present them to the
Government for funding and acquisition.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: That a Community centre be
created for the village with all facilities as requested by
the villagers and suggested by the Committee. That the
Panchayat identify the space and draw up the plans. That
these be presented to the Government for funding and
acquisition.

The Committee also notes that there is no Disaster Management
plan for Moira. It suggests the following

That an area be identified in each ward to be kept clear and
free for utilization in case of disasters. This area can be
marked 'Green Lung'. That the Government provide input and
guidance for the village to draw up it's own disaster
management plan.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves.
That an area be identified in each ward to be kept clear and
free for utilization in case of disasters. This area can be
marked 'Green Lung'.
That the Government provide input and guidance for the
village to draw up its own disaster management plan.

AREAS NOT COVERED BY THE QUESTIONNAIRE: The
Committee notes that there are other issues that
are important to the village that have not been
covered by the report.

Agriculture: The need of the hour is to revitalize
agriculture. Though Moira is an agricultural
village many of the fields currently lie fallow.
Non availability of labour, dropping prices for
produce, no access to tractors and other modern
machines are some of the reasons for this.

Communidade land also lies fallow since the tenants are no
longer required to cultivate the land every year. Further,
this agricultural land is surreptitiously being converted
into plots, fenced, and attempts are being made to sell it.

The Committee Recommends: A small committee be set up to
study all the schemes and benefits available to farmers from
the Government. That a special Gram Sabha be convened for
Farmers in which these schemes can be explained to them and
they can learn how to reap the benefit of these schemes. That
with the co-operation of the farmers the Panchayat create a
plan to revitalize agriculture. That the community centre
include a space for the selling of local produce by local
farmers.

That the Communidade initiate steps to reclaim land from
tenants that is lying fallow or is being incorrectly used.
The Committee notes that coconut trees/ other trees are
regularly planted in agricultural land as the first step
towards converting it into orchard. This should be completely
stopped as per the existing rules. The committee suggests
that floriculture be encouraged as well. Schemes available
for this be made known to the people. The Committee suggests
that the village allow for networking of experts to revive
the industry and use the community hall for the same.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: That A small committee be
set up to study all the schemes and benefits available to
farmers from the Government.

That a special Gram Sabha be convened for Farmers in which
these schemes can be explained to them and they can learn how
to reap the benefit of these schemes.

That with the co-operation of the farmers the Panchayat
create a plan to revitalize agriculture.

That the community centre include a space for the selling of
local produce by local farmers.

That the Communidade initiate steps to reclaim land from
tenants that is lying fallow or is being incorrectly used.

That planting of Coconut trees/ other trees in agricultural
land be stopped immediately and those breaking the rules be
penalized.

That the village allow for networking of experts to revive
the industry and use the community hall for the same.

That floriculture be encouraged as well. Schemes available
for this be made known to the people.

Small Scale/ Cottage Industries: The bulk of commercial
activity in Moira consists of small scale industries and
single entrepreneurs.

CHARI VADDO -- an entire area in Bambordem is
inhabited by carpenters who make tables, chairs and
furniture for domestic use.

IRON WORK AND WELDING -- Several small units that
do iron work and welding exist in Moira.

Note: Any small scale industry or cottage industry which
makes use of modern noise generating machinery must be
screened thoroughly before being licenced as the peace of the
residential village must be restored at all cost. Otherwise
it ceases to be a quite and peaceful residential village.
Distubing and/or disrupting the peace and sanity of the
village will be counter productive in the long-run.

The Committee Recommends: That a committee be set up to study
how best these small scale industries can be aided. That a
special Gram sabha be convened for them in which schemes and
benefits can be explained. A special directory be created
for Moira which includes 'Yellow Pages' for all the services,
cottage industries, shops etc that are to be found in the
village. This will help all our local people get more
business from within the village itself. Cottage industries
are welcome, but before permissions are given the noise
levels generated and pollution and garbage generated must be
checked. Residential areas must be protected from noisy
cottage industries. Only Cottage industries be given
permission to operate in the village and no large scale
industries or commercial projects be allowed.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: That a committee be set up
to study how best these small scale industries can be aided.
That a special Gram sabha be convened for them in which
schemes and benefits can be explained. That a special
directory be created for Moira which includes 'Yellow Pages'
for all the services, cottage industries, shops etc that are
to be found in the village. That before permissions be given
to Cottage Industries, the noise levels generated and
pollution and garbage generated must be checked. Residential
areas must be protected from noisy cottage industries. That
only Cottage industries be given permission to operate in the
village and no large scale industries or commercial projects
be allowed.

RELATED MATTERS

Amendment 16 and 16/A to the Town and Country
Planning Act The Committee notes that the people of
the village take strong objection to the Amendment
16 and 16A that have been made to the Town and
Country Planning Act. Such an amendment puts
government projects out of the purview of the
Regional Plan. The people of Moira strongly protest
and oppose this. Please see attachment of Signature
Campaign against Amendment 16 and 16/A.

Therefore this Gram Sabha resolves: 'That the amendments 16
and 16/A to the Town and Country Planning Act be revoked
immediately. That all projects including government projects
rightly and properly fall under the purview and review of the
Regional Plan 2021 once it is finalized.'

The Gram Sabha further resolves: That the TCP Act, 1974 be
repealed and replaced by an Act on the lines of the draft TCP
Bill, 1998, based on the 'Model TCP Act' circulated by the
Government of India. The said Government Bill, prepared by
the TCP Dept. and discussed since October, 1998, should be
moved in the next session of the Goa Legislative Assembly.

Amendments to the Panchayati Raj Act: The Committee also
notes that the Government proposes amendments to the
Panchayati Raj Act. These amendments will by pass the
Panchayat and Gram Sabha and usurp the powers that are
correctly theirs and give them to the Secretary. The
Committee strongly believes that the Panchayati Raj act
should be fully implemented and all powers should reside with
the people acting through their Gram Sabhas and elected
members of the Panchayats.

Therefore this Gram Sabha resolves: That it is fully and
entirely opposed to the amendments proposed by the Government
to the Panchyati Raj Act. Instead we urge the government to
fully implement the act both in letter and spirit and return
powers to the people acting through their Gram Sabhas and
elected members of the Panchayats.

Difficulties in Compiling the Report of the
Regional Plan Committee Moira: The Committee wishes
to place on record that putting the report together
was a difficult task since the maps were not
accurate or complete nor was there any baseline
data or technical expertise provided to the
village. If the government is serious about making
people and villages meaningfully part of Regional
Plan participation there are several lacunae that
they must cover. The Committee suggests the
following:

The Government direct the TCP department to provide technical
expertise, baseline data and maps to the Village Panchayat
for survey and re-mapping of the village as recommended by
the department. The activity may be provided funds by the
Government through an appropriate agency. This must include
ground truth verification of the maps, Participatory Rapid
Appraisals [PRAs] to assess the people's felt needs of all
sections of the population, problems and perceptions of
"sustainable development" and to prepare a perspective plan
for the horizon year 2021.

The Government of Goa gives additional time for the Village
Plan to be prepared afresh after the re-survey and ground
truth exercise

The Government direct the TCP dept to include in RP 2021 all
the urban and suburban areas now under the ODP and freeze all
ODPs, whether notified or otherwise, till their inclusion in
RP 2021.

The Government of Goa [represented by the CM and CS] should
constitute an "Appellate Authority" headed by a judicial
officer, nominated by the Panaji Bench of the Bombay High
Court, to adjudicate in case of dispute arising from the Gram
Sabha resolution between the Village Panchayat and the
Director of Panchayats, or his subordinate to whom the
quasi-judicial powers are currently delegated as "Apellate
Authority."

Government should freeze the FAR at VP3 level for villages as
already suggested in draft RP-21, until the final
notification of RP-2021.

That the Government of Goa keep open for public inspection
the Final Draft Regional Plan 2021, combining the two
District Plans and covering all the eleven Talukas of Goa,
for a period of 30 days before notifying the same for
implementation.

Therefore the Gram Sabha resolves: That The Government direct
the TCP department to provide technical expertise, baseline
data and maps to the Village Panchayat for survey and
re-mapping of the village as recommended by the department.
That activity may be provided funds by the Government through
an appropriate agency. This must include ground truth
verification of the maps, Participatory Rapid Appraisals
[PRAs] to assess the people's felt needs of all sections of
the population, problems and perceptions of "sustainable
development" and to prepare a perspective plan for the
horizon year 2021.

That the Government of Goa gives additional time for the
Village Plan to be prepared afresh after the re-survey and
ground truth exercise That the Government direct the TCP dept
to include in RP 2021 all the urban and suburban areas now
under the ODP and freeze all ODPs, whether notified or
otherwise, till their inclusion in RP 2021. That the
Government of Goa [represented by the CM and CS] should
constitute an "Appellate Authority" headed by a judicial
officer, nominated by the Panaji Bench of the Bombay High
Court, to adjudicate in case of dispute arising from the Gram
Sabha resolution between the Village Panchayat and the
Director of Panchayats, or his subordinate to whom the
quasi-judicial powers are currently delegated as "Apellate
Authority. That the Government should freeze the FAR at VP3
level for villages as already suggested in draft RP-21, until
the final notification of RP-2021. That the Government of Goa
keep open for public inspection the Final Draft Regional Plan
2021, combining the two District Plans and covering all the
eleven Talukas of Goa, for a period of 30 days before
notifying the same for implementation.
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